
 

  

    

From the desk of . . . 

Councilman 

Dear Council Clerk, 

I thank my neighbors for the great honor of serving them for six years as their Councilman-at-Large and electing me as the 

top vote-getter in all contested races for the City of Willoughby Hills three elections in a row.  In my three terms, I served on 

every single Committee of Council, and I thank my colleagues for electing me and then unanimously re-electing me as their 

Chair of Finance and Vice President of Council.  Unanimity is a very rare thing in Willoughby Hills City Hall, and I could not be 

more grateful for the confidence that everyone placed in me.   

As a tax professor, it was so rewarding to personally negotiate and draft the tax abatement that brought Produce Packaging 

and over 300 good-paying jobs to our community in Willoughby Hills and Lake County.  Because of this success, many friends 

and neighbors have encouraged me to step up and serve more of Northeast Ohio.  After a lot of prayer and soul searching,  

I have decided to say YES and run for Ohio Republican State Central Committee in Senate District 18  

to represent Lake, Geauga and Portage Counties. 

State Central Committee Members may not hold public office, so serving requires me to give up my seat on Council.  While I 

launch our campaign across three counties in a district with over 345,000 residents, I don’t want the needs of my next-door 

neighbors to be neglected.  That is why I am not seeking another term as your Vice President, and by this letter I resign my 

seat on Council effective midnight on 12/1/19 with gratitude and best wishes to whoever is chosen to take my place. 

As The News-Herald reported multiple times, I believe 2019 was the Year of Willoughby Hills!  But it took a lot of quiet and 

unglamorous work for many years to set the stage for the great success of 2019 and the renaissance of our business district 

with Produce Packaging, Hospice of the Western Reserve, Aldi, The Lobster Pot and many more significant investments in 

our beautiful City. 

As Chair of Finance, I am so proud to have presided over a balanced budget every year, CUT sewer fees twice and reduced 

our City debt by nearly half.  As Vice President, I was honored to serve alongside our Council President Nancy Fellows and 

lead our Administration and Council to pave more roads, increase staffing in our police and fire departments, and open the 

new Police Substation on the West Side with a ten-year rent-free lease at no cost to our residents. 

I sincerely thank all of our outgoing elected officials for their service, especially those who protected the integrity of our  

local elections by firmly, but respectfully, rebuking the failed attempt to illegally fire our elected Council.  Nothing is more 

sacred than your right to vote, and I was truly honored to play a small role in defending it as your Councilman. 

In particular, I have come to love and respect our Council President Nancy Fellows, Councilwoman-at-Large Laura Lenz, 

Councilwoman Janet Majka and Councilwoman Laura Pizmoht as some of my dearest friends, because every 

accomplishment I cite to you would have been totally impossible without their tireless leadership and support. 

By the same token, I offer my congratulations to our newly elected Council and Mayor, and I encourage them to continue 

the good work of balancing our budget without borrowing money or raising taxes.  Fiscal responsibility is the foundation of 

all good economic development, because no business wants to invest in a City in decline.  Those who borrow money today 

are doomed to raise taxes tomorrow.  Don’t fall into this downward spiral.  As the outgoing Chair of Finance, I offer this 

advice as a small parting gift with the hope there are many more great things to come in Willoughby Hills! 

 

CC:  Council President 

 

 


